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I'-’: FROM HARR.IMAN'AND ‘.VANCE'. .. . - - •; ; 

(,iN^ « • • i «,••.** 1 “ 

r, ( *• _ , • • • • v . . . 

SUBJECT: OCTOBER gf.MEETING. • 

?. ** . J * 


• #* • / 


f.;r , 4 w r MET FOR FOUR HOURS ON OCTOBER 21 ' WITH. TKUY AND'LAU. TKUY-‘ vi 
I; -.OPENED WITH A SKORT STATEMENT IN WHICH HE SAID THAT THE DRV.r'APTER j 
CONSULTATIONS WITH CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE NLF, AGREES THAT 
P•'•‘AFTER -THE- UNITED STATES -COMPLETELY- AND UNCONDITIONALLY STOPS • 

^"•-' BOMBING RAIDS AND ALL OTHER ACTS OF- WAR. AGAINST THE DRV THERE WILL ;ri 

fc- ; BE-A FOUR-PARTY CONFERENCE. • - - 

• • . • • • - • * ... ‘ • ■ ■ * 

M<-2. HE SAID IN^ ORDER-TO AVOID;DIFFERENT -INTERPRETATIONS OF OUR 

. AGREEMENT 'HERE HE PROPOSED THAT WE ISSUE A. JOINT COMMUNIQUE, THE '< 
£<< jo I NT COMMUNIQUE WOULD'STATE THAT THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES-.,’ 
— • HAD INFORMED THE-DRV REPRESENTATIVES THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON WILL 4: 

■ &s ORDER THE COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION OF THE BOMBING RAIDS * 
K."‘ A ND ALL OTHER ACTS. ’OF WAR AGAINST THE DRV, BEGINNING AT C ■ ) - „ 

fc- iloURS, GMT, OCTOBER < >, 19S8. WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE -j 

l' : ‘-• PARTIES INVOLVED, A FOUR PARTY CONFERENCE INCLUDING THE DRV, THE- i 
PK'NLF,- THE US AND RSVN, WILL BE HELD TO SEEK A POLITICAL ‘ . . . - % 

r-f: SETTLEMENT TO THE VIET*NAM PROBLEM'ON T.HE BASIS-OF. RESPECT FOR . ;=J 

If-, the VIETNAMESE- PEOPLES; NATIONAL RIGHTS.' THE..REPRESENTATIVES OF . f 

i..___ -p./M,rs oioTTrf eunilt ft UA1 r> • -rbDCOA D A Trt OV MC*ITTT Mft 


1 

' « 


* ;* 1 


• * • 


♦ ^ . 

»• . S • » *. 


•» *1 
• . .*« 


y . ^. 






1 «. 


>, ♦ *• ■ *• 


s • * • 




'i * l *. . • 


• DiOASSinED* . 
EO.i2356.8cc.i4 . 

: ki ^\-¥48 .. '- 

4LL_, NARA, Datc^l 


* 1 


* /—p-4 —‘-*. i. . 


** A< 







• * 


' c 


■ c 


i-. 


'SECRET' 


« • 

Page 2 Paris 22724, Section one of two 


; }. 




• * » 


W£ REPLIED FIRST STATING THAT^E>T)ID'HOT^BELIEVE “IT^AS*AVISE 
|•*,r IKING TO-:HAVE,A -WRITTEN:COMWUNIQUE.--WE^BEL 1 EVE ^THAT-.vACTIQN$ARE-BETTE 

S » ** *. ! '**«** * . . 

,:i THAN WORDS,VaND-REFERRED JO. THE' DIFFICULTIES OF REACH!NG'!AGfcREEMENT • 
fV’-.ON SPECIFIC LANGUAGE,-AS AN EXAMPLE WE NOTED THE DIFFERENCE .. 
i:.- v TBETWEEN THEIR WORDS ABOUT THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND OTHER ' 

L. ' ACTS-OF-WAR i AND THE FACT THAT WE HAD ALWAYS SPOKEN OF STOPPING ALL 
!['.'■ AIR, naval AND ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT AND ALL OTHER ACTS INVOLVING 
USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE TERRITORY OF.. THE DRV, SECONDLY, WE HAD 

•V: SPOKEN constantly.about the fact that in any SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS 

WE WOULD HAVE PRESENT-ON OUR SIDE- REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GVN„AND 
lv. ••THAT THEY COULD HAVE ON THEIR SIDE REPRESENTATIV£S ; OF THE NLF OR . 

£v '•'•WHOMEVER THEY MIGHT WISH, WE HAVE NEVER SPOKEN OF A FOUR PARTY. 
f “- CONFERENCE ,AND. FOR THEM TO RAISE-THIS ISSUE AT THIS. LATE DATE IS 
JV-VuNFORTUANATE -TO,SAY. THE LEAST. FINALLY WE INDICATED THAT .THEIR . 

PHRASE ”AS SOON AS POSSIBLE” DID.NOT- INDICATE A .DATE ON WHICH'• \ 

IV - SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS WOULD’BEGIN. 

K*. * * ■ 

S' A . THUY ARGUED FOR THE NECESSITY OF A JOINT COMMUNIQUE TO RECORD 
fU- OUR AGREEMENTS SAYING THAT IF THERE WERE THINGS WE DID NOT AGREE > 
fcV'TO, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE T0.8fi.IN THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE. AS.TO THE 
|.V WORDING OF THE COMMUNIQUE, THAT COULD BE SUBJECT TO DISCUSSION. 
gV HE WOUDL AGREE TO ACCEPT OUR. WORDING AS'TO "ALL OTHER ACTS 
fe: ‘ INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE “ETC,”, IF WE WOULD ADD THAT THE STOPPING 0 

T\ ^ f / * * # # 

|-V'B0M8ARDMENT WAS WITHOUT CONDITION. HE SAID' THE .LATTER f "WITHOUT 
lv-’ ’CONDITION” , WAS-SOMETHING WE HAD ALREADY SAID AND-SHOULD BE PREPARED 
L-V- TO AGREE TO. WE. SAID- WE HAD NEVER .AGREED TO HAVE A' JOINT. STATEMENT 

•V--"ON .THIS ALTHOUGH WE HAVE AGREED TO : THE SUBSTANCE. .' V • . ’ 

'j v;, • . ’ 

THUY THEN SAID THAT HE COULD NOT- UNDERSTAND OUR UNWILLINGNESS 
&V jo SPEAK OF A FOUR PARTY CONFERENCE AS WE'HAD' AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
V" ACCEPTED THEIR USE OF-WORDS IN THIS WAY, -WE REPLIED THAT FOR OUR 
V-PART WE HAD DESCRIBED THE MEETINGS’ : AS OUR SIDE-YOUR-SIDE, AND 
&'*■ FOR THEIR PART THEY-COULD CALL-IT WHATEVER THEY. WISH,- 

t**' V. • ■ ' : • • ■ • . . ■ 1 * ’ . **■ . . . .* 

IrV’e'ON TIMING THUY SAID THEY.HAD BEEN ,T N . COMMUNICATION WITH HANOI. 
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^•OELTO 85A ■ ,v\:' /'• '■ - ; ' /' iV, • 

LS»~- : . " ' ••;..• ■< *: . . 

fc-v? FROM-HARRIMAN AND VANCE. .’ •- ■ ..- 

» * * . * , .♦'*,* * * * . • • • 

/. » •• • *X * i. . . * • ■ . 

V $ • • * 

:t.’." SUBJECT:. 0CT0BER,-21.. MEETING.'A,, 
*' • ♦ . • • ■ _ •*_ 

PREPARED TO MEET ' AS'SOON AS POSSIBLE-. ' THE FRONT 'HAD INDI- 
S ! V GATED THAT-THIS-COULD MEAN A FEW ? WEEKS ;■ THEY HAD NOT" SPECIFIED 
>v THE. NUMBER OF WEEKS.' . WE REPLIED THAT WE HAD MADE IT CLEAR IN • 
it-;- PREVIOUS MEETINGS THAT .-VIE. MUST BE-GIVEN A -DATE CERTAIN FOR THE - 
FIRST MEETING.- THEN --‘AND NOT UNTIL’THEN-- THE BOMBING ‘ WOULD 
STOP'TWO..OR THREE DAYS BEFORE THAT DATE. - . •' *« • * 

• f * ”• - * • • 

*J * * 1 ^ , -* » f # 

&V7. THUY SAID THAT HE WOULD. REPORT TO'HIS/GOVERNMENT AND TO THE 
i. NLF ON WHAT WE HAVE AGREED UPON AND WHAT WE HAVE NOT AGREED 
UPON. HE SA3D WE HAVE AGREED THAT THE; UNITED STATES WILL STOP 
•’/'WITHOUT CONDITION ALL AIR t . NAVAL" AND ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT AND ALL 
?•*'" OTHER ACTS INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE ON THE''TERRITORY OF DRV, : 

> 'WE REPLIED THAT WE HAD AGREED TO THIS IN SUBSTANCE-BUT THAT WE ' 
;: : ';-."HAD NOT AGREED TO' MAKE SUCH. A STATEMENT.'IN A.JOINT COMMUNIQUE. 

MOREOVER , WE 'COULD'NOT AGREE TO TAKE ACTION ON BOMBING-UNTIL WE ' . 
t—-WERE GIVEN A DATE CERTAIN FOR .THE FIRST MEETING OF THE TWO SIDES.' 
I- 1 AND THAT BOMBING. WOULD -NOT STOP-UNTIL TWO;OR• THREE- DA^YS-BEFORE " 

THAT DATE. ■ ' T-• 

r* • ». • . • * . . ( 

&>;g, - THUY SAID ' THEN THAT ANOTHER' POINT OF-'DiFFERENCE I.S THAT .THE 
r'-U.S. DID' NOT-WANT TO CALL THE .MEETINGS A-FOUR PARTY'CONFERENCE. 

-.’HE PROPOSED THAT WE NOT- CALL IT A FOUR .-PARTY. CONFERENCE 8UT_ . 
SIMPLYA CONFERENCE .INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF- THE DRV, THE - ...... . 

-' • NLF » THE U.S. AND THE RSVN. WE SAID WE DID NOT AGREE TO THIS • . 
t-^BUT WOULD, TAKE ; THIS SUGGESTION .UNDER CONSIDERATION, . \ * •. 

• m « ^ * t ^ | » 

■ ' ♦ t • „ • • « 

AS TO THE DATE OF THE MEETING, ’THUY SAID .THAT W.E HAD SPOKEN OF 

STOPPING OF BOMBING'TO BE REALIZED -TWO ..OR THREE DAYS BEFORE ; . 

r-:. THAT DATE, WHEREAS THEY'HAD SPOKEN .-OF A FEW WEEKS. -THIS IS> 

%t : .: SOMETHING THAT COULD 8E DISCUSSED AND WE COULD COME TO AN AVERAGE, 

V APPROPRIATE FOR THE TWO SIDES ..- HE THEN GAVE AN EXAMPLE ‘OF 

"-■'POSSIBLY ONE WEEK, ALTHOUGH ADDING THAT HE COULD NOT COMMIT THE •; 

£v.\ NLF TO THAT. WE REPLIED THAT'ONE'-WEEK WAS'TOO-LONG . .(WE 

^ GAINED THE'IMPRESSION HE .HAD ONE WEEK IN Ml.ND ..IF,-OTHER JOINTS , 

>j• WER£ • SETTLED.., > V..*-1' i €' » TOiTr,^ kj-^v 
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10. : WE SftiD WE RECO'GNIZEO' THAT .IT WOULD .TAKE TIME TO GET A FULL •' 
DELEGATION-FROM THE JUNGLBTO HANOI AND THEN TO.PARIS, AND ASKED 
IF THEY WOULD NOT AGREE -TO HOLD THE FIRST MEETING'WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES ALREADY IN.EUROPE. .THEY^COULD 8E ?,REPLACED 8Y OTHER 
REPRESENTATIVES AT-:* LATER ..DATE. • JHUY SAID' THE . VIETNAMESE SIDE 
WISHES TO CALL THE .FIRST,,MEETINGS PREPARATORY TO-DISCUSS PRO- 
?•" CEDURAL^MATTERS.^ND-THE-AGENDA. « WE AGREED ,THAT WE WOULD BE 
£"• PREPARED TO DISCUSS PROCEDURAL MATTERS AND THE ^-AGENDA iAT THE FIRST 
' • MEETINGS .BUT jTHAT.s-iWE. DID -NOT-^WISH -TO CALL'THE FI RST/ MEETINGS 
-■ PREPARATORY.-:- WE .SAID WE.ALSO WISHED. .TO DISCUSS -THE -ISSUE OF 
MILITARY,DE-EXCALATION.; THUY AGREED TO THIS LATTER POINT. * .'''•. 

• V * . 


8 


T'- t 

k 


gs • 11. FINALLY THUY ARGUED At LENGTH THAT'A JOINT’COMMUNIQUE 
k 4 WAS NECESSARY TO-AVOID DIFFICULTIES.' HE,'REFERRED TO RECENT 

STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT TH1EU REJECTING-AN UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION 
■ OF BOMBING.- 'JE .-.ALSO .QUESTIONED WHETHER THIEU WOULD OPPOSE 


./ . 


vi SITTING -TOGETHER-FOR DISCUSSIONS, 
FOUR ALTERNATIVES: 


• * 


WE .REPLIED ..THAT THERE WERE 


(A). WE MAKE-NO "JOINT-STATEMENT.--ACTIONS WOULD SPEAK FOR 1 THEMSELVES; 
J-•'©> EACH OF. US'-COULD SHOW THE “OTHER WHAT;'IT ' PLANS. TO SAY t 

r« • * ♦* • » . / * j 1 

V" , .. * • •» . . ' . t 

fo- (C> AN AGREED MINUTEr ‘ 
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A 




g>> a join!'communique. ;• /V. /■.: ' 

ii * *..•»>• • » *i < * * / 

V/'-WE SAID WE-WERE ONLY SUGGESTING THE-.FIRST, BUT THE OTHER THREE' ' : 
t;- ' ARE ALTERNATIVES TO .BE: CONSIDERED:.V •*.- •’ ; - •• 

i!i- • . ' . - •••••; • .- • • -. - • •• 

* * • * • •* * * * * 


12. ’IT WAS .AGREED, THAT-BOTH SIDES WOULD. REPORT FULLY.'TO THEIR". 
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